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New president returns warm welcomeMONDAYAUGUST25 2008
Before Kobe Bryant, Lebron 
James and the U.S. men’s basketball 
team won a gold medal Sunday in 
Beijing, they made their way to SJSU 
this summer, browsing the Student 
Union and chowing down in the 
Dining Commons.
From July 18 to Aug. 6, American 
athletes from all teams visited SJSU 
for official Olympic processing, 
the last stop before the Beijing 
games for many of them, said 
Samantha Kilgore, communica-
tions specialist for the United States 
Olympic Committee.
“Team processing is such a high-
light for the athletes,” said Jeff  Howard, 
director of Education and Outreach 
for the USOC. “It’s a place where ath-
letes begin to understand the notion of 
competing in the same city with their 
fellow countrymen and women and 
representing our country to the best of 
their ability.”
Some athletes stayed on campus 
less than three hours, Kilgore said, 
while some stayed in Campus Village 
Building C for a long as 48 hours.
David Neville, who ended up win-
ning gold in the 4-by-400-meter relay 
and bronze in the individual 400-me-
ter, said he enjoyed taking part in the 
SJSU students and staff  got an early 
look at the incoming administration 
Th ursday, as new President Jon Whit-
more gave a welcoming address to an 
enthusiastic crowd in Morris Daily Au-
ditorium. 
Twenty-one days into what he 
termed his “100-day deep-learning 
period”, Whitmore introduced himself 
and his vision for SJSU, highlighting 
what he saw as four areas of special 
interest for the university. Citing the 
university’s 2010 initiative, which set 
strategic goals to be met by the end 
of the decade, Whitmore said he was 
interested in raising graduation and re-
tention rates, promoting a green vision 
for the campus through environmental 
education, bolstering the school’s em-
phasis on information technologies, 
and building strong partnerships with 
the city and the community. 
Th rough all this, Whitmore stressed 
his philosophy of promoting people fi rst. 
“Growing up, we learned the Mid-
western farm work ethic,” Whitmore 
said, describing his childhood in a 
small town in North Dakota. “In re-
mote, harsh country like that, people 
have to work together to pitch in to 
help each other out. I’ve held that be-
lief all of my life.”
Whitmore said he has spent most 
of his time gett ing to know people at 
SJSU, dropping in on other depart-
ments as they prepare for the school 
year, and even driving up to the Santa 
Cruz mountains to sit in on an A.S. 
leadership retreat. He also unveiled his 
own concession to inclusiveness and 
information technology: a presidential 
blog that will run Mondays through 
Th ursdays from now until Homecom-
ing, on which he encouraged people to 
read and comment. 
A.S. Vice President Albert Hsieh 
said he was impressed with how open 
and approachable the new president 
is, and said that Whitmore seemed to 
genuinely care about students.
“For example,” Hsieh said, “one of 
our directors said, ‘Oh, have you ever 
Olympians pass through on way to Beijing
Garrison Spik has taught students 
as an English instructor, interviewed 
celebrities as a freelance journalist and 
worked as a copyrighter for companies 
such as Nikon, NEC and Pioneer.
He’s also the worst writer in the 
world.
As the 2008 winner of SJSU’s Bul-
wer-Lytt on Fiction Contest, Spik adds 
his name to the “Lytt any” of writers 
recognized for their disservice to the 
English language.
Since its creation in 1982 by SJSU 
English professor Scott  Rice, the con-
test has challenged even the best writ-
ers to behave badly in the name of 19th 
century author Sir Edward George 
Bulwer-Lytt on.
Despite coining phrases still used 
today, such as “Th e pen is mightier 
than the sword,” Bulwer-Lytt on is 
most oft en remembered for the ver-
bosity and “purple prose” of his novel 
“Paul Cliff ord,” which begins with the 
infamous phrase, “It was a dark and 
stormy night …”
Drawing on putrid prose, vile style 
and diction so thoroughly unnerving 
as to alarm the senses, contest entrants 
are encouraged to use every literary 
tool at their disposal in an att empt to 
“compose the opening sentence to the 
worst of all possible novels.”
Spik, a 41-year-old communica-
tions director for a Washington D.C., 
diamond importer, earned the con-
test’s grand prize with an off ensively 
pun-laden sentence analogizing a 
couple’s love to the bustling New York 
cityscape:
“Th eirs was a New York love, a 
checkered taxi ride burning rubber, 
and like the city their passion was open 
24/7, steam rising from their bodies 
like slick streets exhaling warm, moist, 
white breath through manhole covers 
stamped ‘Forged by DeLaney Bros., 
Piscataway, N.J.’”
As the contest’s winner Spik joins 
elite, albeit ignominious company, in-
cluding Los Gatos ad executive and in-
ventor of the pet rock, Gary Dahl, who 
penned this top entry in 2000:
“Th e heather-encrusted Head-
lands, veiled in fog as thick as smoke in 
a crowded pub, hunched precariously 
over the moors, their rocky elbows 
slipping off  land’s end, their bulbous, 
craggy noses thrust into the thick foam 
of the North Sea like bearded old men 
falling asleep in their pints.”
Spik said his motivation for writing 
the winning sentence came from the 
song “I Love New York” by rap group 
1000 Clowns.
While a rap song might seem like 
a strange source of award-winning lit-
erary inspiration, for Spik, there’s no 
such thing as an odd muse.
When asked by Rice to cite his big-
gest infl uences, Spik responded with 
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“I’VE ALWAYS BELIEVED THAT 
THE ONLY COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE 
THAT ANY UNIVERSITY HAS 
IS THE QUALITY AND DEDICATION 
AND DRIVE OF ITS PEOPLE.”
Sorry to be the 
bearer of bad news
Hello Spartans and welcome 
back. Not to be the bearer of bad 
news, but the summer break is over 
now, and it’s time to go back to all 
this learning we’ve committ ed our-
selves to.
Calm down. Put down the chair. 
I’m just the messenger. Th e fi rst 
alarms should have gone off  as you 
brought yourself back to the univer-
sity and picked up this paper. But 
yes, you are in school.
Th ere is a chance that you are 
here at SJSU for the fi rst time. If 
this is true, then the welcome back 
mentioned in the fi rst paragraph un-
doubtedly makes litt le sense to you. 
I apologize for overlooking this 
sizable group of students. Welcome to 
SJSU. Go easy on the beer and study.
But whether you’re a returning 
Spartan or a fi rst-timer, summer is 
over. At the beginning of the sum-
mer, I had a rather ambitious list of 
goals to be completed before the 
summer’s end. 
Chances are you had your own 
litt le to-do list.
I for one have failed miserably 
at completing any of these items. 
I still have not writt en the great 
American novel. I remain unable 
to ollie over a two-story house with 
my skateboard. My blog has fallen 
into a dust-covered state of ill re-
pair, thereby snubbing my intention 
to keep writing while the Spartan 
Daily was out of commission. 
I’m still not a tri-athlete and I 
haven’t found a cure for cancer. Ev-
erything I had set out to do remains 
I’ve always believed that the 
only competitive advantage 
that any university has is the 
quality and dedication and drive 
of its people.
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Susan Francia, a member of the 2008 United States Olympic rowing 
team, answers questions from members of the media while arriving at 
the offi cial Olympic processing center at SJSU.
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Athlete says he loses sleep after Governor speaks to team
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School of
Music & Dance
Like to sing? Come and 
sing in the SJSU Choirs 
while earning college 
credit! Contact the 
director ASAP to set 
up an audition so you 
can start the semester 
with us. Call 924-4332 
or stop by the Choral 
Ofﬁce inside the music 
building. See you there!
processing because he liked “being 
around other great Olympians.”
Whether or not athletes 
stayed overnight, all athletes vis-
ited the Student Union, where 
they were fi tt ed for offi  cial 
Olympic att ire and commemo-
rative rings, and also posed for a 
team photo.
Th e second fl oor of the Stu-
dent Union was closed to the pub-
lic for the length of processing.
Student Union Executive Di-
rector Cathy Busalacchi said that 
SJSU was chosen to be the offi  -
cial Olympic processing center 
partly because of location.
Th e campus’ proximity to San 
Francisco International Airport, 
which has three fl ights per day to 
Beijing, Busalacchi said, was ideal.
Busalacchi added that SJSU 
was also selected because of the 
design of the Student Union.
“Th e layout of the all the 
meeting rooms and the large 
ballroom of the Student Union 
is exactly what the USOC was 
looking for in a processing site,” 
she said via e-mail.
Team Processing Director 
Nancy Gonsalves said that a 
“typical” day for a visiting Olym-
pic athlete at SJSU went as fol-
lows: their fl ight arrived at San 
Francisco International Airport 
before noon and they were then 
driven to SJSU to check into 
Campus Village.
“Th ey are on a tight schedule,” 
Gonsalves said.
Aft er lunch at the Dining 
Commons, the athletes walked 
to the Student Union to receive 
their Beijing 2008 apparel, which 
was stacked in boxes and strung 
about in the Barrett  Ballroom.
“We haven’t really gott en a 
lot of time just to hang out and 
sit down and relax,” three-time 
Olympic weightlift er Cheryl 
Haworth said. “We’ve sort of 
been shutt led in here.”
Athletes that were processed 
on July 25 wound up meeting 
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
during his brief visit to the Stu-
dent Union.
“It’s like Christmas,” said Aar-
ick Wilson, triple jump competi-
tor. “I’m more than excited. It’s 
an absolute blessing.”
Once a college student him-
self at the University of Indiana, 
Wilson said it was “nice to stay 
on a college campus.”
Th ough he was scheduled for 
an 11 a.m. fl ight the next day, Wil-
son said that his excitement would 
probably get the best of him.
“I don’t know how much sleep 
I’ll get anyways,” he said.
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Career Center Open 
House
11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at 9th 
Street Plaza/Mod F.
Contact: Sherri Bowman, 
Sherri.Bowman@sjsu.edu
On-Campus Job Fair
Find out which departments have 
Student Assistant and Work Study 
positions available. 
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the 
9th Street Plaza in front of the 
Career Center.
Contact: Angela Wayfer, 
Angela.wayfer@sjsu.edu
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has 
weekly Bible studies 
7:00 p.m. in the Guadalupe 
Room.  
Contact: Justin Foon, jfoon1@
yahoo.com, 415.786.9873
Sparta Guide is provided free of charge 
to students, faculty and staff members. 
The deadline for entries is noon, three 
working days before the desired pub-
lication date. Space restrictions may 
require editing of submission. Entries 
are printed in the order in which they 
are received. Submit entries online at 
thespartandaily.com or in writing at 
DBH 209.
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Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger visited SJSU 
on July 25, and socialized briefl y with Beijing-
bound U.S. athletes in the Student Union at 
the offi  cial Olympic processing center.
Schwarzenegger shook hands and quickly 
took photos with some of the Olympians be-
fore he addressed a crowd that included the 
visiting athletes, university offi  cials, media 
members and event volunteers.
“You are heroes to millions and millions 
of young kids around the world who idolize 
and want to be, one day, in the place where 
you are,” the governor said to the huddled 
crowd in the Barrett  Ballroom.
Schwarzenegger said he understood 
the amount of work that goes into being an 
Olympic athlete.
“You train six, seven hours a day, and that 
doesn’t even include the shower,” he said.
Schwarzenegger’s appearance coincided 
with one of 20 days in which U.S. Olympians 
would fi nd themselves on SJSU’s campus.
Th e governor visited on a day when U.S. 
archery, water polo, track and fi eld, sailing, 
taekwondo, rowing, canoe/kayaking slalom 
and weightlift ing teams underwent part or all 
of the offi  cial processing.
Men’s rowing team member Matt  Schno-
brich said he wasn’t expecting to meet 
Schwarzenegger during processing.
“Th is is my fi rst Olympics,” Schnobrich 
said, “and it’s exciting that Governor Schwar-
zenegger is here too.”
Th e governor wasn’t the only person with 
an acting background present at processing.
Ninno DePatrick, a University of San Fran-
cisco graduate student and actor who once 
played Rick James in the E! Entertainment 
Television show “Infamous,” volunteered to 
assist the athletes at the Student Union.
“I’ve enjoyed the experience,” said De-
Patrick. “I really didn’t get too excited about 
Arnold’s visit because I didn’t know he was 
coming until earlier today.”
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California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger addresses members of the 2008 United 
States Olympic team during a visit to SJSU on July 25. 
MARK POWELL
Sports Editor
Gov. Schwarzenegger visits Olympians at SJSU’s Student Union
Spartan Daily: What have you 
been up to since you’ve been 
on campus?
Jon Whitmore: I’ve been try-
ing to meet as many people as 
possible and as many groups of 
people as possible. On the stu-
dent side, I spent a litt le time 
with the student government, 
and they were planning their 
major initiatives for the coming 
year, and we had a good talk, and 
I learned about them. You’ve got 
some good leaders who are eager 
to do some things that are going 
to be positive for the university.
Th e other student thing I did 
was go over to the residence halls 
and help some of the students 
move in, and I met some of their 
parents. I got to see the rooms. 
So, I’m starting to get a sense of 
who our students are.
Outside of the university, the 
fi rst thing I did on my fi rst day 
was I had breakfast with some 
of the alumni who have contrib-
uted funding to the university 
to establish a good relationship 
with them. We have a lot of very 
loyal alums who love this place 
and who contribute back to this 
place. Th eir learning got them 
started on whatever careers they 
ended up going into.
I met with the mayor, who is 
very well connected to the uni-
versity, and we shared a lot of 
things that we can do together. 
And we got to meet some of the 
CEOs of Silicon Valley and Gov-
ernor Schwarzenegger was there. 
I very briefl y got to meet him.
So, in 22 days, I’ve done a 
lot of meeting, and we’ve been 
prett y methodical about making 
sure that we meet with students, 
meet with faculty, meet with ad-
ministrators, meet with alumni 
and meet with some of the civic 
leaders of the community, and 
I’ll continue to do that. It’s been 
a whirlwind, but it’s been great.
SD: In May, after you had got-
ten the job, and you told one 
our reporters that you would 
be meeting with (outgoing 
SJSU President) Don Kassing 
over the summer. What did 
you talk about with him, and 
what did you learn from him 
that will help you in this job?
JW: I met with him briefl y in 
person. I talked to him on the 
phone two or three times. Th e 
three things that the existing 
people set for the coming year 
were: the further international-
izing and gett ing more opportu-
nities inside the classroom and 
through experiential learning to 
learn more about other coun-
tries, and perhaps visit them; the 
issue of the faculty workloads, 
which has been an issue at this 
institution for a number of years, 
which is one that was offi  cially 
announced as something that, 
during this year, people were 
going to work on; graduation 
rates, making sure that we do 
everything we can and escalate 
our eff orts to make sure people 
don’t just come here, but, how-
ever long it takes, that they’re 
successful in gett ing a degree, 
either at the undergraduate or 
graduate level; and fundraising, 
which (Kassing) worked hard 
on, and that they’ve been hav-
ing some successes with, talking 
about where some of those were 
going, gett ing information about 
some our supporters.
SD: Was there any wisdom 
(Kassing) was able to impart 
onto you about the area and 
about the university?
JW: I got the general sense 
that the alumni want to help and 
are willing to do more, and that 
the relationship with the city 
government has been good. He’s 
helped build that up. One of the 
reasons I’m here is that the loca-
tion of the university, in this val-
ley, in this city, I think has more 
opportunities for student learn-
ing, for research, for synergy, 
between us helping make the 
city of San Jose a bett er and bet-
ter place and the city of San Jose 
helping make the university even 
stronger and more att ractive for 
students.
Finally, the last thing we 
talked about was the state bud-
get, which is non-existent at this 
point - it hasn’t been passed - and 
so we talked about that, at least in 
general terms. We’re hoping that 
the budget will be passed soon, 
and we’re operating in a sense 
with the thinking that we’ll have 
the same level of funding that 
we’ve had in the past, and then 
we’ll have to adjust when we fi nd 
what the actual budget is. It’s not 
an ideal position to be in, but the 
university has been there before, 
and it has three diff erent budget 
scenarios, and so we’re prepared 
as soon as we know our budget 
to plug it into the real world, and 
the sooner it comes the bett er.
… A real important issue of 
the CSU and of San Jose State is 
to allow people the opportunity 
(for an aff ordable education). I 
know fees went up this year, and 
I don’t know anybody who liked 
that. Th at’s why my message is go-
ing to continue to be, and I think 
Chancellor (Charles) Reed’s 
message is, the state has to invest 
in education and keep costs for 
students low, and we’ll be pro-
ducing the kind of high-quality 
work force that California’s going 
to need to be competitive in the 
future. So, that will be my mes-
sage over and over again. 
SD: Another thing that is on 
students’ minds is the blood 
drive ban that was imple-
mented last semester. As we 
speak, blood drives are not al-
lowed here. Now that you’ve 
been here for a while, how 
do you feel about that?
JW: I did a litt le homework 
on that and saw that there had 
been a lot of analysis done by 
President Kassing and by the 
people in the Academic Senate, 
and I think what they decided 
was a reasonable thing, and I see 
no reason why I would want to 
change that. My issues are going 
forward. Th at decision has been 
made for the university - and I 
would support that decision and 
would not be considering over-
turning it – as were a lot of initia-
tives. Th oughtful decisions were 
made, and those things ought to 
roll forward, and we’ll move from 
here forward with other issues.
SD: What is the future for the 
athletic programs? During 
President Kassing’s tenure, 
he helped salvage a dead 
football program. Is funding 
going to go up for athletics or 
is it going to stay the same?
JW: I think a certain per-
centage of the university budget 
would be allowed for the athlet-
ics. And (athletics) would need 
to fi nd the support of the com-
munity donors – ticket sales, 
merchandise sales – that would 
have to support the rest of it. And 
that’s what I’m used to at other 
organizations, and I would intend 
to follow through on that. At the 
same time, I think the programs 
have improved. I did meet with 
the (football) team and Coach 
(Dick) Tomey. I like where his 
head is in terms of athletics, that 
is, we take care of the students as 
students fi rst, and work hard, and 
try to win as many games as we 
can, but ultimately, we want all 
the athletes to graduate and to 
have the support structure they 
need to be successful inside the 
classroom. He believes that and 
I believe that, and your athletic 
director (Tom Bowen) believes 
that, too. And I think they really 
improved things – and in basket-
ball and other sports, as well. I 
think it has a bright future.
SD: If you could think of 
something that has surprised 
you most since you’ve been 
here, what would it be?
JW: You never know how wel-
come you’re going to be. My wife 
and I have been welcomed over 
and over again by everyone that 
we met. … I’d say the commu-
nity here is more friendly than 
some communities in terms of 
making us feel at home, and that 
helps with the transition.
I think the university is un-
der-funded signifi cantly, not 
that others universities aren’t. 
Everywhere I’ve been, they’ve 
never had enough money to do 
everything they want to do. Part 
of my message is the state really 
needs to step up, and I think our 
faculty work very, very hard and 
are asked to do a lot, and they do 
a lot.
Another thing is the diversity 
of the campus. I knew it was di-
verse, but when you really spend 
some time on campus, you have 
a much deeper sense of how di-
verse the campus is, and that’s 
one of the att ractions to me be-
cause the real world is becoming 
more and more diverse, America 
is become more and more di-
verse. Silicon Valley has a lot of 
foreign-born families here and a 
rich mix of cultures and languag-
es, and people here make for a 
bett er educational vibe.
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 Q&A: President Jon Whitmore stresses graduation rates, fundraising
SJSU President Jon Whitmore 
spoke with Spartan Daily 
reporters Friday morning.
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the unlikely and eclectic mix of 
“Devo, Nathaniel Hawthorne, B-
horror fi lms and historiography,” 
the study of how historical infor-
mation is collected.
“All those things in my mind 
are equal,” Spik said. “You can 
learn just as much from reading 
a history book as you can from 
watching a low-budget science 
fi ction movie. I’m a fi rm believer 
in that and try to go through life 
with a very open mind, trying to 
dissimilate all this information.”
Despite following the con-
test since 1998 and even writing 
over 100 of his own sentences, it 
wasn’t until this year that Spik fi -
nally submitt ed eight entries.
Aside from the moniker of 
world’s worst writer, Spik will also 
receive $250, which should help 
him replace the digital camera he 
lost at a Devo concert in June.
As nice as a new camera will 
be, Spik said the best thing about 
winning has been his new found 
celebrity and its ability to recon-
nect him with old friends.
“One of the most gratifying 
things is that I’ve received e-mails 
from people from my past who I 
haven’t talked to in 10, 15 or 20 
years,” he said. “Th at’s really been 
one wonderful thing about it.”
Considering the popularity of 
the contest today, it can be diffi  -
cult to believe that Rice initially 
had diffi  culty gett ing people to 
participate.
During its fi rst year, the con-
test was held solely on the SJSU 
campus. Aft er only receiving 
three submissions, Rice decided 
to open the contest to everyone.
Th e response was overwhelm-
ing. In the 26 years since its in-
ception, the contest has att racted 
as many as 10,000 entries annu-
ally from writers the world over 
and has spawned fi ve books col-
lecting the contest’s most atro-
cious entries.
Part of the contest’s appeal is 
that it takes literature out of the 
ivory tower and makes it more ac-
cessible to the masses, Rice said.
While some entrants may take 
more than a year to craft  a single 
submission, others submit hun-
dreds of sentences at a time.
“One year we had a math 
teacher at UCLA and he himself 
submitt ed over 3,000 entries,” 
Rice said.
Th e contest’s humorous na-
ture has also att racted a large 
amount of media coverage 
with organizations such as the 
Associated Press, New York 
Times and CNN reporting on 
the contest annually. Andreas 
Ohrt, a writer with the Boise 
Weekly, even went so far as to 
call it “the only literary contest 
that matt ers.”
In spite of the dozens of re-
porters who want to speak to 
him and the gargantuan vol-
ume of entries he receives, Rice 
serves as the contest’s sole ad-
ministrator, reviewing each 
submission before sending se-
lections to a “panel of undis-
tinguished judges,” a group of 
former winners and a handful 
of his friends.
“I don’t run the contest; it 
runs me,” Rice said. “I fi nd that 
I can work bett er without having 
to deal with other people. And I 
can’t ask our judges to read 8 to 
10 thousand submissions.”
WRITING Contest attracts 10,000 entries per year
President Whitmore on right track, professor says SPEECH
been to In & Out,’ and he was 
like, ‘Never, but why don’t you 
call my offi  ce and we’ll go out? 
And I’ll drive too.’ So I like that 
kind of relationship that he’s will-
ing to bring.”
Executive Assistant Gerry Sel-
ter also praised the president’s will-
ingness to engage with people.
“I liked his approach of get-
ting to know us, of not coming 
and telling us what to do and 
who to be, but rather com-
ing in and fi nding out who 
we are and trying to build on 
our strengths,” Selter said. 
“I think that’s good leadership.” 
Freshman Eric Rubenacker 
said he liked Whitmore’s vision 
of a greener campus.
“We might as well,” Rubena-
cker said. “If that’s the direction 
the whole world is heading in we 
might as well start here.” 
Associate Professor of Eng-
lish and Comparative Literature 
Cathy Gabor, who is new to 
SJSU, said that Whitmore was 
on the right track in trying to 
promote collaboration.
“I think the most important 
thing that he said from my per-
spective is that he wants to fos-
ter collaborations with the local 
community,” Gabor said. “I am 
myself interested in that at the 
micro level in my classes, but I 
also think it’s a great idea for the 
university at the macro level.” 
Some students were skeptical 
of this approach, however. Trans-
fer student Erika Varga said other 
schools she att ended had tried to 
connect with the surrounding 
communities and it didn’t end 
well for the students.
“Th ere were restrictions on 
volume and things like that,” Var-
ga said. “It just put a lot of restric-
tions on the atmosphere.”
Whitmore was selected from a 
pool of three fi nalists to fi ll the seat 
of retiring President Don Kassing, 
who held the position since 2004. 
Prior to his appointment, Whit-
more served as the president of 
Texas Tech University.
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SJSU football has tasted 
success and frustration in the 
fi rst three seasons of Dick 
Tomey’s tenure as head coach.
Two seasons ago, the Spartans 
won the inaugural New Mexico 
Bowl and fi nished the season 
with a 9-4 record, as well as high 
praise that carried over into the 
2007 season.
SJSU envisioned challenging 
the eight other teams for a 
Western Athletic Conference 
title, but lost its fi rst three games 
of the season and fi nished in a tie 
for fi ft h place in the conference.
Tomey even referred to 
his team as being fi lled with 
“prima donnas” following 
SJSU’s embarrassing 37-0 loss at 
Stanford in Week 3.
Th e Spartans may have gott en 
ahead of themselves, Tomey said.
“I think I feel bett er going 
into this season because I felt 
like going into last season we had 
probably an unrealistic opinion of 
ourselves because of the previous 
year,” Tomey said. “And probably 
a lot of people did.”
Despite the disappointment 
that was prevalent last season, 
Tomey said his team has learned 
a great deal about itself.
“Th is team shows a maturity 
about it that maybe we didn’t 
have a year ago,” he said. “I think 
our team learned last year that 
we can take nothing for granted, 
no matt er what’s going on. And 
we have to fi ght and scratch and 
claw for everything we get. And I 
think this team will be prepared 
to do that.”
Th e Spartans haved looked 
to replace former starting 
quarterback and all-time yardage 
leader Adam Tafralis.
Senior Sean Flynn, junior 
Myles Eden, sophomore Jordan 
LaSecla and junior Cal transfer 
Kyle Reed have been given the 
opportunity to take the starting 
job during spring and fall camp.
“When you have 
competition, it just brings the 
best out of everybody,” said 
Eden. “Not only me, but also 
the quarterbacks that are also 
competing for the job.”
Tomey announced last week 
that Eden would start for the 
Spartans in Week 1 against UC 
Davis on Aug. 30, but added that 
at least one other quarterback 
might play.
“I believe you have to play 
your backup quarterback in 
the first game,” Tomey said. 
“I believe you need to get 
a look at somebody, so we 
may go in understanding that 
we’re going to play more than 
one quarterback and then 
we’ll just have to see how the 
game goes.”
Whoever takes command of 
the Spartan off ense will inherit 
a unit that fi nished ranked No. 
33 in the country last season in 
passing yards per game, but No. 
113 in rushing yards per game.
Th e SJSU rushing att ack 
lost former 1000-yard rusher 
Yonus Davis early in the 2007 
season to an ankle injury. Davis 
was granted a sixth year of 
eligibility by the NCAA because 
he suff ered injuries in two of 
his fi rst fi ve years and showed 
“right academic progress,” said 
Lawrence Fan, SJSU Athletics 
Sports Information Director.
Fan said Davis had only three 
carries in both 2004 and 2007 
due to injuries and stopped 
playing early enough in the 
season to retain the right to 
apply for more eligibility later.
“If you play aft er the half-year 
point, you’re not going to get 
your year back,” Fan said.
Tomey said he would play 
Davis at running back in Week 
1, but was unsure how much 
playing time he would get.
“We can’t expect that he’s 
going to be in midseason form,” 
Tomey said. “By the end of non-
conference (games), he’ll be 
ready to go. I’m not quite sure 
how much he’ll play in the fi rst 
game, but we’re certainly going 
to try to use him some.”
While Cal transfer Reed 
will batt le for playing time at 
the quarterback position, the 
Spartan defense will welcome 
two more key transfers in Jeff 
Schweiger and Coye Francies.
Schweiger, a 6-foot-5, 276-
pound defensive end who 
transferred from USC, and 
Francies, a cornerback from 
Oregon State, have both spent 
a lot of time practicing with the 
fi rst-team defense in fall camp.
Francies and Schweiger 
were called “great additions” by
 senior cornerback Christopher 
Owens, who will anchor a 
defense now without former All-
American cornerback Dwight 
Lowery. 
In April, Lowery was selected 
in the fourth round of the NFL 
Draft  by the New York Jets.
In 2007, the Spartans didn’t 
play at home until Week 5, but 
will play two of their fi rst three 
games at home in 2008.
SJSU played road games at 
Arizona State, Kansas State, 
Stanford and Utah State to begin 
last season.
“We were the last team in 
the nation to play a home game, 
which is ridiculous,” Tomey said.
He added he thought it’s not 
completely who the Spartans 
play in 2008, but the location of 
the game.
“I don’t think it’s necessarily 
about the schedule,” Tomey said 
“I think it’s about where we’re 
playing.”
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Spartans seek redemption in ‘08 season
QB battle, three Pac-10 transfers and the return of Yonus Davis highlight fall camp for SJSU
MARK POWELL
Sports Editor
DANIEL POWELL  / 
Contributing Photographer
ABOVE: Running back Domi-
nique Hunsucker  carries  the 
ball during a morning practice. 
LEFT: Assistant Coach Joe 
Salave`a watches two Spartan 
defensive linemen compete in a 
drill at SJSU’s practice fi eld. 
SEE MORE ONLINE:
Watch an in-depth video 
preview of the San Jose 
State football team online 
at thespartandaily.com
1. Boise State
2. Fresno State
3. Nevada
4. Hawaii
5. Louisiana Tech
6. San Jose State
7. New Mexico State
8. Idaho
9. Utah State
Source: WACsports.com
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WAC Preseason Football Polls
COACHES: MEDIA:
1. Fresno State
2. Boise State
3. Nevada
4. Hawaii
T-5. San Jose State,
 Louisiana Tech 
7. New Mexico State
8. Idaho
9. Utah State
Editors’ Picks: Spartan Daily sports editors Tommy Wright and Mark Powell predict SJSU’s season
Mark: Spartans win 5 of 6 at home, head to bowl Tommy: SJSU exceeds expectations at 7-5
8/30 vs. UC Davis
Win, 35-10 (1-0)
9/6 @ Nebraska
Loss, 38-17 (1-1)
9/13 vs. San Diego St.
Win, 34-13 (2-1)
9/20  @ Stanford
Loss, 31-28 (2-2)
9/27 @ Hawaii
Loss, 38-24 (2-3)
10/11 vs. Utah St.
Win, 24-10 (3-3)
10/18 @ New Mexico St.
Win, 28-17 (4-3)
10/24 vs. Boise St.
Win, 21-20 (5-3)
11/1 @ Idaho
Win, 20-16 (6-3)
11/8 vs. Louisiana Tech
Win, 40-14 (7-3)
11/15 @ Nevada
Loss, 17-16 (7-4)
11/21 vs. Fresno St.
Loss, 34-31 (7-5)
8/30 vs. UC Davis
Win, 28-14 (1-0)
9/6 @ Nebraska
Loss, 35-24 (1-1)
9/13 vs. San Diego St.
Win, 27-10 (2-1)
9/20  @ Stanford
Win, 35-31 (3-1)
9/27 @ Hawaii
Loss, 38-24 (3-2)
10/11 vs. Utah St.
Win, 42-14 (4-2)
10/18 @ New Mexico St.
Win, 24-14 (5-2)
10/24 vs. Boise St.
Loss, 38-27 (5-3)
11/1 @ Idaho
Win, 28-21 (6-3)
11/8 vs. Louisiana Tech
Win, 35-17 (7-3)
11/15 @ Nevada
Loss, 21-10 (7-4)
11/21 vs. Fresno St.
Loss, 42-17 (7-5)
thespartandaily.com
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EMPLOYMENT
FOOD SERVICE/ESPRESSO 
BAR/HOST PT positions in 
S’vale restaurant. Flex hrs. 
$11.50 to start. Call Wen-
dy@(408) 733-9331 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
PROG. ASSOCIATE AIDS 
SVCS FT Benefi ted Position. 
Submit resume to resume@
healthtrust.org or www.heal-
htrust.org 
DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Shawna for an in-
terview at 247-6972 or fax re-
sume to 248-7350.
SPERM DONORS NEEDED 
Earn up to $1200/month. Cali-
fornia Cryobank is seeking 
healthy males for its sperm 
donor program. Apply online at 
www.spermbank.com 
AFTER 
SCHOOL 
TEACHERS
K-8th private school seeks 
responsible individuals for ex-
tended daycare, P/ T in the 
afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F). 
No ECE units required. Previ-
ous experience with children 
a must. Please call 248-2464. 
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968
WANTED
TUTOR 
FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL 
STUDENT
Tutor wanted for High School 
Sophomore for 2008-2009 
Academic Year, starting in Au-
gust 2008. Needed 5 days per 
week: Monday through Thurs-
day; and Saturday or Sunday 
afternoons. Flat weekly rate 
guaranteed. Need good stu-
dent who is very reliable. Call 
(408) 629-0697.
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three 
lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/
or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
     
     Need a Roommate?
    Need a Job?
    Need a Roommate
    with a Job?
       Spartan Daily 
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DEREK SIDJER / Spartan Daily
Steve Harris, a senior humanities major, looks for books in the Spartan Bookstore.
incomplete at best.
Th e reason I don’t feel too bad, though, is that I’m 
prett y sure that you, dear reader, are also a miserable 
failure. I’m relatively sure that none of you have, say, 
learned two languages over the summer, or read War and 
Peace, or won the Nobel Prize.
We are failures. And thus I invite you to ignore my 
previous warning to go easy on the beer, and crack one 
open and wallow with me in the beer-drenched stench 
of our lack of success.
OK, enough of that. Close that fridge. I didn’t say 
you could have two beers, did I? Au contraire, we have 
a whole semester of madness waiting for us, and we’re 
never going to get through it if we hit the sauce on the 
fi rst day.
Some of you newcomers are wondering how you’re 
going to make it through. I would suggest that you go easy 
on the beer and study. Also, listen to lots of Wally Pleasant, 
author of the premier college album “Songs About Stuff ” 
you may read about in a future issue of the Daily.
Others of you newcomers are already on your third 
or fourth beer and saying “this won’t be no thang.” Th at’s 
fi ne. We do need a good fast food work force, aft er all.
Some of you have, as I had before entering SJSU, 
spent a disproportionate amount of time at a community 
college somewhere switching majors and the like. 
Hats off  to you. Life will now get more miserable and 
it will seem like your educational goals are gett ing 
further and further away, and you’ll want to quit. 
Ignore these impulses and fl eeting thoughts of suicide 
and soldier on.
And of course, to everyone, such as myself who 
is merely returning to this lovely institution aft er a 
summer of ignoring all of your summer goals, I say let’s 
do this. Time for another hundred days of longboards 
on campus, oversized sunglasses on the fashionable, 
learning, of course, and girls wearing shorts that say 
“SJSU” on the butt .
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QUOTEof theDAY
“Senator Obama has made a choice more out 
of weakness than strength.” 
RUDY GULIANI
said Sunday on ABC’s “This Week” regarding 
Senator Obama’s decision to pick Senator 
Joseph Biden as his running mate.
Over the last week, I had an eye-
opening experience. Moving into a 
new place is diffi  cult, moving furniture, 
changing utility titles and the ominous 
task of unpacking everything.
If you have never had to do any of 
these things before, I assure you, it is 
tedious. 
Th ere are certain things that living in 
the dorms had not prepared me for, such 
as creating an account for water, power, 
trash and natural gas.
One other daunting 
task was preparing 
a house made in the 
late 1940s for Internet 
access. Th e previous 
landlord didn’t watch 
television and also 
didn’t use a computer. 
For a student who was 
surrounded by modern 
conveniences, this was 
a drastic change of pace. 
Comcast still has not 
installed the Internet in 
the new place and without it I felt like 
my hands are tied.
Th ere are certain things people take 
for granted when they are paid for and 
in working order. At the top of my list 
would be the Internet. I have found 
myself frequently clicking the Mozilla 
Firefox icon on my desktop, loading 
continuous pages of connection error 
messages.
You’re probably thinking I could 
use wireless, but since about a year 
ago, people have become smart and 
protected their wireless routers with 
passwords. Th ey also have been picking 
out more diffi  cult passwords, so “admin” 
and “password,” no longer grant access 
to the Web.
I was not too distraught in the 
beginning. I have been bored and 
overcome with dullness before. My 
roommates and I had fi gured out ways 
to beat power outages and technology 
droughts before. 
But this time was immensely more 
diffi  cult. We sat in our living room 
debating what to do, eventually playing 
our own made up version of Mad Gab 
and Guitar Hero III, occasionally staring 
up at the ceiling and cursing the folks 
at Comcast.
Not having the Internet might not 
be a big deal for some folks, and if my 
roommates and I were not such nerds it 
wouldn’t be a problem, but the fi rst day 
of school was looming and our paperless 
system here at SJSU was preventing us 
from obtaining priceless information. 
I am talking about printing out class 
schedules, purchasing and printing out 
temporary parking permits and, above 
all, contacting teachers 
and peers.
I could use my 
phone to make 
connections with those 
people, but I think 
calling them at two in 
the morning is out of 
the realm of reason.
Occasionally, I found 
myself talking on the 
phone and saying, 
“Sure, just let me look 
it up … Oh, yeah, 
I don’t have Internet 
access.” 
Th e frequency with which 
I use the Internet is startling. 
I might not be at my computer 24 
hours a day, but I probably have an 
Internet browser open for half of that 
time. Right now, I have Microsoft  Word 
open to write; behind, Firefox helps 
me keeps my fi ngers moving through 
Pandora, an online jukebox, and my 
e-mail is open in case one of my 
colleagues needs to send me something.
So now that I am on campus and 
connected to the Web, I see how much I 
take the Internet for granted. Without it, 
this column would not be in this paper 
and you might not be signed up for your 
classes.
“Th e fi rst to fall sick will be buried 
alive,” Svetlana Boym quotes a Russian 
general addressing his troops who had 
just ventured into Germany in 1733. 
Th e general’s soldiers had been struck 
by nostalgia, and his att empt was to cure 
his men of what was regarded back then 
as a “European disease.”
Boym continues to explain in her 
book, “Th e Future of Nostalgia,” that 
“this punishment was reported to be 
carried out on two or three occasions, 
which happily cured the Russian 
army of complaints of nostalgia.” 
  ***
Th e word nostalgia stems from two 
Greek roots (nostos – return home, 
and algia – longing), yet not originating 
in ancient Greece, and is therefore 
considered “nostalgically Greek.” 
As Boym refers to it, it is usually the 
romantic traveler who sees the wholeness 
of a realistically vanishing world. 
It is the displaced person who longs 
for a space and time, struggling to 
preserve them for a hope of return.
In most cases, the nostalgic yearns 
for a missing emotional att achment, be 
it of nationalistic roots or a search for a 
tie to a land and a community. In both 
cases, it is a belief system that is inherent 
in individuals constituting to the right 
of association.
In the period of its rule, from 1922 
till 1991, the Soviet Union aimed 
at standardizing this sentiment of 
belonging, falling under a dominating 
set of rules set by the socialist state.
 Subsequently, the pressure of 
imposing such an association in the 
heart of a culturally, religiously and 
linguistically diverse empire gave birth 
to national antagonisms among the 
co-existing societies, such as Georgia, 
Russia, Uzbekistan and twelve other 
countries. 
Similar confl icts took place world-
wide, such as that of the Tibetans of 
China, the Kurds of Iraq, the Abkhazians 
of Georgia, and even the Native 
Americans of California in 1846.
Interestingly enough, 
it seems that these ethnic 
groups that are forced 
to comply with a larger 
power, such as the Soviet 
Union, are almost always 
extremely rich in culture 
and tradition. 
Th ey are people of 
folklore and literature, 
people of standards and 
a social structure, which 
strengthens their ties 
as a community, as it elevates their 
possibility of nostalgic suff ering 
if displaced into a new, foreign 
environment.
But nostalgic individuals aren’t 
necessarily always uprooted from the 
land of their ancestors; on the contrary, 
there are individuals who reside in 
the homes of their parents and yet 
experience the loss of their home soil. 
Palestinians in Gaza, for example, 
have been living a civil war on the land 
of their ancestors for the past 88 years. 
Th e nostalgia of a whole generation 
of men and women leaked into their 
children’s lives of reminis-
ced memories in olive 
fi elds and group prayers 
at the mosque — and the 
children, they became kids 
with rocks.
S i m u l t a n e o u s l y , 
a nostalgic journey 
of another nation 
celebrated independence 
as the Israeli fl ag fl ew 
high hosting Jews from all 
over the world. 
Th ey rejoiced in the nostalgic lands 
of their ancestors, living to see the dream 
of their forefathers come true. 
  ***
In order to cure the “European 
disease,” it is said that the Russian 
general was willing to bury his men alive, 
and so is a leader capable of carrying 
out genocide against a nation, for 
that matt er. 
It is when humans are not given the 
chance to experience earthly emotions 
that we abandon values and allow 
morality to perish as we speak. 
A.P. Berge, an offi  cial Russian 
historian of the Caucasian War in the 
17th century, wrote of his testimony 
on the Russian animosity against 
Circassians, an ethnic group from the 
North Caucasus with a Diaspora of 2.9 
million worldwide.  
“Th e late, rainy and cold time 
of the year, the almost complete absence 
of means of existence, and the raging 
epidemic of typhus, with small-pox, 
made their situation desperate,” he wrote. 
Nostalgia expresses longing to a 
home, and this home can be built with 
walls of cultural beliefs, religious beliefs 
and nationalistic beliefs. 
Oppression of such an expression 
is dangerous, not only to the loss of 
valuable cultures and languages, but 
for the lives of millions of people 
worldwide.
A few years ago, an old acquain-
tance of mine was in an accident. 
He and a few friends got drunk at a 
nearby lake, and on the way home, 
he rammed a pole, killing two of 
his friends.
He was only 20, and condemned to 
six years and four months in prison for 
vehicular manslaughter, and a lifetime 
as a murderer. Unfortunately, I can’t 
say that I feel sorry for him either.
By the law, he should never have 
been drinking to begin with, much 
less driving a car aft er doing so.
Recently, a group calling itself 
the Amethyst Initiative began 
campaigning for the idea of lowering 
the legal drinking age from 21 to 18, 
a move which it believes would help 
alleviate problems with binge drinking 
by people not yet old enough legally 
to drink.
And it has some signifi cant 
supporters. More than 100 university 
presidents, including those from Ohio 
State University, Duke University, 
Johns Hopkins University, and 
Dartmouth University have all signed 
on for the movement. 
Th e group wants to take the 
mystique and allure off  drinking 
and sees making it legal for all 
college-aged students as the means to 
that end.
Drinking and purchasing alcohol 
legally is, like driving and smoking, a 
rite of passage into adulthood. 
Right now, it’s one of the last 
hurdles before you can really be 
considered responsible for yourself.
And it should stay that way.
Lowering the drinking age won’t 
get people to drink less, like the 
initiative believes. 
All it does is sweep the problem 
under the rug by allowing universities 
to say it isn’t the institution’s problem 
if its students drink. 
It would not have changed the 
instances of my old acquaintances’ 
dilemma.
It will allow people who could still 
be in high school to legally purchase 
alcohol, making it a larger problem for 
high schools. 
In California, we already ask a lot 
of our K-12 system, and its resources 
are stretched to the limit. 
Asking them to begin policing 
alcohol could be too much for schools 
to bear. 
Th e Amethyst Initiative says on 
its Web site that it aims to encourage 
moderation instead of recklessness. 
But its campaign to reduce the age 
strikes me as looking the other way, 
because most people aren’t going 
to change their drinking habits just 
because it’s suddenly legal.
You can argue the facts about 
underage drinking and how to stop 
people from doing so. 
College students are going to drink, 
even before they are old enough to 
do so, but that’s no reason to change 
the law. 
Yes, people can smoke, serve in 
the military and vote at 18 years old. 
Someone’s 21st birthday is the last 
gateway to adulthood, the fi nal hurdle 
to prove that you can be a responsible 
adult.
In the case of my acquaintance, 
and so many others who aren’t yet 
old enough, the decision is a hard 
one and it can lead to some dire 
consequences.
I hold up his case as evidence to 
responsibility. 
He wasn’t old enough, did it 
anyway, and killed two people because 
of it.
The pain of shared remembrance, and why it’s important 
CHRIS BAUSINGER
PLAYING THE ODDS
JOHN HORNBERG
INSERT WITTY 
STATEMENT HERE
DINA BASLAN
FROM THE CAUCASUS 
TO THE WORLD
“Insert Witt y Statement Here” 
appears every other Monday. John 
Hornberg is the Spartan Daily 
managing editor.
“From the Caucasus to the World”
appears every Monday. Dina Baslan is 
the Spartan Daily features editor.
“Playing the Odds” appears every 
Tuesday. Chris Bausinger is a Spartan 
Daily copy editor.
Lowering the legal drinking age 
is not the answer to the problem
Learning to live without the 
necessities, you know, like 
YouTube and Facebook
The nostalgia 
of a whole 
generation 
of men and
women leaked 
into their 
children’s lives.
Drinking 
and purchasing 
alcohol legally 
is, like driving 
and smoking, 
a rite of passage 
into adulthood.
We sat 
in our living room 
debating what to do, 
eventually
playing our own
made up version 
of Mad Gab and 
Guitar Hero III.
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 Actors on the rise, Derek Luke 
ries”)(“Glory Road”) and Kerry 
Washington (“Ray”), star. 
“Blindness” (September 26)
Hollywood seems to be run-
ning out of ideas as this is yet an-
other book adaptation. Julianne 
Moore (“Th e Hours”), Mark 
Ruff alo (“Zodiac”)and Gael Gar-
cia Bernal (“Th e Motorcycle Dia-
ries”) star in the fi lm based on the 
novel by Nobel Literature Prize-
winner Jose Saramago.
 In the movie, practically an 
entire society goes blind.  Who 
wouldn’t want to see that?
*Release dates are subject to 
change.
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erspoon and Vince Vaughn spends 
Christmas Day visiting each of 
their divorced parents. It’s a plot so 
simple and relatable that it’s a won-
der no one has come up with this 
in recent memory. Th e fi lm appears 
to be more than another slapstick 
comedy, especially since veteran 
actors, such as Robert Duvall and 
Sissy Spacek have signed on.
“Miracle at St. Anna” (Septem-
ber 26)
While some blacks were at 
the frontlines in WWII, that 
wasn’t always refl ected in the cin-
ema. Spike Lee, the director who 
bought us the ingenious “Inside 
Man,” has decided to change that 
with “Miracle.” 
It centers on our black soldiers 
trapped in unfriendly territory 
(a.k.a. Italy).
Eagle Eye” (September 26)
Th is movie looks solid since the 
same people behind “Disturbia” 
are the winds beneath its wings. 
Shia LaBeouf and director D.J. Ca-
ruso team up again for this edge-
of-your-seat thriller. LaBeouf and 
Michelle Monaghan (“Mission 
Impossible III”), a single mom, get 
tangled in an assassination plot by 
an unknown party who instructs 
them over the phone and knows 
what they have to do before they 
do it. Blame the iPhone.
“W.” (October 17)
I’ve never tuned in for a 
speech by President Bush before, 
but I will for his big-screen biopic 
by Oliver Stone. Th e fi lm shines 
brightly because of its stars alone, 
namely Ellen Burstyn (“Divine 
Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood”), 
Th andie Newton (“Crash”) and 
James Cromwell (“Th e Queen”). 
Josh Brolin (“No Country for Old 
Men”) plays the falling star that is 
George W. Bush.
“Twilight” (November 21)
“And so the lion fell in love with 
the lamb …” Based on the book 
some have dubbed the “new ‘Harry 
Pott er,’” the fi lm revolves around a 
vampire (Edward Patt inson) and 
human (Kristen Stewart) who fall 
in love. Even though the “Step Up” 
screenwriter put the words in the 
actors’ mouths, the fact that direc-
tor Catherine Hardwicke (“Lords 
of Dogtown”) is at the helm, over-
shadows that. Her presence — the 
same one responsible for the gritt y 
“Th irteen” — reassures audiences 
that the fi lm isn’t just for teenagers. 
Also, the action scenes hinted at in 
the trailer make this a movie you 
want to sink your teeth into.
“Burn Aft er Reading” (Septem-
ber 12)
I’m a Coen brothers virgin; I 
haven’t seen any of their movies 
— not even the Oscar-winning 
ones (“Fargo,” “No Country for 
Old Men”). 
Th is one, however, might be 
enough to convert me. In the fi lm, 
Brad Pitt  and Frances McDormand 
(“North Country”) play a couple 
who blackmails a CIA agent 
( John Malkovich) aft er coming 
across his memoir. 
Th e trailer reveals that the fi lm 
might showcase Pitt  at his funni-
est. Oscar winners George Cloo-
ney and Tilda Swinton (“Michael 
Clayton”) round out the cast.
“Changeling” (October 24-lim-
ited; October 31-wide release)
Clint Eastwood continues to 
do what he does best — searing, 
powerful dramas. 
“Changeling” was already 
nominated for an award at the 
Cannes Film Festival. Eastwood 
enlisted Angelina Jolie to play a 
mother whose son goes missing. 
Th e boy reappears only to have 
Jolie doubt he’s her real son. If 
that’s not intriguing enough, you 
know there’s more to it if it boasts 
of Oscar nominee Amy Ryan, fresh 
from another missing-child pow-
erhouse (“Gone Baby Gone”).
“Th e Secret Life of Bees” (Octo-
ber 17)
It could be another book adap-
tation that goes horribly wrong, 
but a proven movie studio (Fox 
Searchlight who blessed us with 
“Garden State” and “Litt le Miss 
Sunshine”) and a top-notch 
ensemble cast has me holding 
my breath. 
Dakota Fanning (“Man on 
Fire”), Paul Bett any (“Th e Da 
Vinci Code”), singer Alicia Keys 
and no less than three Oscar-
nominated actresses: Queen Lati-
fah, Sophie Okonedo and Jenni-
fer Hudson will bring Sue Monk 
Kidd’s novel to life. 
Aft er running into trouble, 
Fanning and Hudson take refuge 
in the home of honey makers in 
the South during the 1960s. 
Th ink Winnie the Pooh but 
 — as hard as it is to believe — 
more poignant than the lova-
ble bear.
“Th e Time Traveler’s Wife” 
(December 25)
Author Audrey Niff enegger’s 
masterpiece tells the tale of Hen-
ry DeTamble (Eric Bana) — li-
brarian by day, time traveler by 
night — and his soulmate, Claire 
Abshire (Rachel McAdams). 
In the novel, 30-something 
Henry (already married to futu-
reClaire) time travels to his wife 
in the past when she’s still a child, 
and at other times, an adolescent.
With a plot like this, fast-forward-
ing to the show’s release date is 
everyone’s Christmas wish.
“Four Christmases” (Novem-
ber 26)
On-screen couple Reese With-
Photo courtesy of Dreamworks/SKG
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 Top10 movies to fall for this season
A projection screen inside of an 18-foot-high steel, aluminum and fi berglass structure shows 
a 10-minute loop of colorful, otherworldly, spiraling funnels. Th e installation, “Portal, Worm-
hole, Flythrough” by Eddo Stern, arrived on the Tower Hall lawn on June 4 as part of the 01SJ art 
festival and will remain there until the end of September, according to the festival Web site.
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Shia LaBeouf and Michelle Monaghan star in “Eagle Eye.”
